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To  the  Chairman  and 
Urban  District 


Councillors , 
of  Filey. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 


I have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report 
on  the  Health  Services  of  the  Urban  District  for  the  Year 
19 53. 


There  were  no  outstanding  circumstances  that 
require  detailed  explanations. 

I take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the  Health 
Committee  of  the  Council  and  my  fellow  officials  for  their 
ready  assistance  at  all  times. 


I am, 

Yours  faithfully, 


E.T.  COLVILLE. 

Me d ical  Officer  of  Health. 
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S TATIS TICAL  IlEMORA-NDUM 

Urban  District Filey 

Area  in  acres  2,106 

Population  : 1953  Registrar  General  4,713 

Humber  of  inhabited  houses  (estimate  1953) 1,793 

Rateable  value  £53,891 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  £213.68 

Birth-rate  12.1 

Death-rate  12.7 

Infantile  mortality 17.5 


VITAL  STATIST ICTS 


(a)  Live  Births  ; 

Male  Female  Total 


Legitimate  24  28  52 

Illegitimate 3 2 5 

57_ 

Birth-rate 12.1  per  1,000 


Percentage  of  illegitimate  births 8.8 

The  birth-rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  15.5  per 
1,000;  our  rate  is,  therefore,  3.4  below  that  for  the 
country  generally. 

(b)  Still  -births  s 


There  were  no  still-births  during  the  year. 

(c)  Deaths  : 

The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  during  the  year 
as  belonging  to  the  Urban  District  was  60.  This  is  equal  to 
a death-rate  of  12.7  per  1,000  compared  with  a rate  of  11.4 
for  the  country  generally.  The  comparability  factor  to 
correct  the  crude  death-rate  for  age  and  sex  distribution  in 
the  Urban  District  is  calculated  by  the  Registrar  General 
at  0.90,  this  on  multiplication  with  the  actual  rate  gives 
a comparative  death-rate  of  11.4  against  that  of  11.4  for 
the  country  generally. 

The  causes  of  death  are  given  in  Table  1. 

(d)  Infant  Mortality  Rate  : 

There  was  1 death  in  an  infant  under  1 year  of  age 
(legitimate).  The  infantile  mortality  rate  based  upon  the 
number  of  live  births  registered  in  the  year,  i.e.,  57,  is 
equivalent  to  a rate  of  17.5  per  1P00  births,  compared  with 
a rate  of  26.8  for  the  country  generally. 

(e)  Maternal  Mortality.; 

There  was  no  deaths  from  maternal  causes. 
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TABLE  I 


Causes  of  Death  in  Filey  U.D. . 1953  (R.Q. > 

Males  Females 


All  causes 25  35 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  - i 

Syphilitic  disease  1 

Cancer,  stomach i 1 

Cancer,  lung,  bronchus  . 2 - 

Cancer,  breast  . . - i 

Cancer,  other  sites  . . 2 

Diabetes  1 - 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  ...  2 7 

Coronary  disease,  angina 2 2 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  ......  - 2 

Other  heart  disease 3 11 

Other  circulatory  disease 2 5 

Influenza 1 - 

Ulcer  of  the  stomach  and  duodenum  ....  2 - 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  2 - 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  1 4 

Suicide  3 1 


TABLE  II 


Vital  Statisticts  - England  and  Wales  (extracts) 


Births. 

Live  births  

Still-births 

Deaths. 

All  causes  

All  causes  under  1 year  of  age 
Enteritis  and  diarrhoea  under 

2 years  of  age  

Maternal  mortality  rate  (all 
causes)  


15.5  per*  1,000  home  population 
0.35  " H " M 


11.4  per  1,000  home  population 
26.8  per  1,000  live  births. 

^ I t»  ir  if  11 

O.76  *’  '*  live  and  still 

births. 


General  provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  ;,rea 


Laboratory  Facilities. 

Specimens  for  bacteriological  and  pathological 
examinations  are  sent  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  of  the 
Medical  Research  Council  at  Hull  or  to  the  Pathological 
Laboratory  at  Scarborough  Hospital. 

Samples  of  water  for  chemical  analysis  are 
forwarded  to  the  Public  Analyst  for  the  East  Riding. 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

The  County  Council  provide  a fortnightly  Clinic 
which  is  held  in  the  Conference  Hall  adjoining  the  Council 
Offices  and  there  is  one  Health  Visitor  resident  in  the  town. 


Prevalence  of  and  control  over.  Infectious 

and  Other  Diseases 


The  following  infectious  diseases  we re  notified 
during  the  year  : 

Measles  19 

Pneumonia 2. 

Poliomyelitis  (p) 1 

Scarlet  Fever  1 

Whooping  Cough 37 

There  were  no  deaths  from  Measles  or  Whooping 

Cough. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation 


The  number  of  children  who  completed  the  full 
course  of  immunisation  in  the  Authority’s  area  between  1st 
January  and  31st  December,  1953?  is  as  follows  : 

Under  5 years  5 - 14  years 

71  3 

In  addition  6 children  received  boosting  doses. 

The  estimated  number  of  children  immunised  at  any 
time  who  were  born  between  1939  and  1953  inclusive  is  as 
follows : 


Under  5 years 

235 


5 r 14  years 

601 


Tuberculosis  1953 


as  follows 


The  Register  of  Tuberculosis  for  the  year  is 

None 

Pulmonary  Pulmonary  Total 

Males  Females  Males  Females 


Number  of  cases  on  the 
Register  at  31.12.52.  14  12 

Added  to  the  Register: 

(a)  Cases  notified  for 
the  first  time 

during  the  year.  - 4 

Removed  from  Register 
on  account  of  death, 
change  of  address  etc,  6 5 

Number  of  cases  on  the 
Register  at  31.12.53.  8 11 


2 3 

1 

1 

2 3 


31 


5 

12 

24 
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Annual  Report  of  t he  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Housing 
Manager  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1953. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the  Health  Committee 


Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

In  the  absence  of  a Sanitary  Inspector,  I have 
pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  the  Annual  Report  of  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  and  his  Staff  and  the  operation  of  the 
Housing  Department  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1953. 
Mr.  Williams,  who  was  appointed  to  the  Authority  in  August 
1950,  terminated  his  appointment  on  the  15th  December,  1953 
on  obtaining  the  post  of  Chief  Assistant  to  the  Surveyor, 
Sanitary  Inspector  and  Water  Engineer  to  the  Sherborne 
Urban  District  Council,  Dorset. 

General. 


The  general  sanitary  condition  of  the  district 
was  satisfactory,  the  most  noticeable  defects  being  the 
pollution  of  the  beach  by  the  discharge  of  sewage  near  the 
Coble  Landing  and  the  pollution  of  Primrose  Valley  stream. 

The  pollution  of  the  Primrose  Valley  stream  however,  has  been 
considerably  minimized  by  the  construction  of  a large  hopper 
tank,  and  further  improvements  are  in  hand. 

Food. 


All  meat  sold  within  the  Urban  District  was 
inspected  at  the  Ministry  of  Food  Slaughterhouse  at 
Bridlington.  One  slaughterhouse  within  Filey  was  licensed 
and  used  for  the  slaughter  of  animals  for  human  food,  but 
not  for  sale.  Five  persons  were  licensed  as  slaughter-men 
but  these  were  employed  most  of  the  time  at  slaughterhouses 
outside  the  area.  Regular  visits  were  made  by  your 
Sanitary  Inspector  to  Butcher’s  shops  and  to  the  slaughter- 
house, and  the  meat  van  w as  inspected  periodically. 

The  model  byelaws  with  regard  to  the  handling 
and  wrapping  of  food,  made  in  1950  under  Section  15  of  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  were  of  considerable  assistance 
and  most  food  handlers  were  in  possession  of  these  byelaws. 
The  attention  of  a number  of  shop  keepers  was  drawn  to  the 
necessity  of  covering  meat  and  food  to  ensure  protection 
from  dust  and  flies. 

The  general  standard  of  hygiene  in  food  shops, 
hotels,  public  houses  and  cafes  w as  satisfactory.  Most  of 
the  informal  notices  served  were  regarding  the  provision 
and  maintenance  of  sanitary  conveniences. 


The  following  is  a summary  of  unsound  food 
surrendered  and  destroyed  or  disposed  of:- 


Food 

No.  of 

Tins. 

Weight 

Food 

No  of 

Tins. 

Weight 

Ham 

56 

964-  lbs 
11$  " 

Plums 

7 

lbs 

Peas 

6 

Raspberries 

1 

2 

tt 

Pears 

2 

5?  " 

Strawberries 

6 

6 

it 

Che rries 

5 

5 

Pineapple 

1 

1 

2w 

tl 

Meat 

2 

20^  " 

Tomatoes 

2 

tt 

Cheese 

Prawns 

17  M 

9 " 

Milk 

9 

14 

pints 
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Milk 


The  majority  of  milk  sold  within  the  District  was 
cither  Tuberculin  Tested  or  Pasteurised.  A small  quantity  of 
Raw  ungraded  milk  was  obtainable  from  three  retailers  within 
the  area  but  was  not  in  great  demand.  Milk  production  on  farms 
was  supervised  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 

The  only  milk  pasteurising  plant  in  Filey,  that  of 
Messrs  R.  Dale  & Sons  Ltd.,  was,  by  arrangement  with  the  County 
Council,  supervised  and  examined  periodically  by  your  Sanitary 
Inspector  and  samples  were  frequently  submitted  for  bacteriologi- 
cal examination. 

A total  of  28  samples  of  pasteurised  milk  were 
submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  and  of  this  number, 

2 did  not  conform  to  the  required  standard. 

A total  of  8 samples  of  raw  milk  were  submitted  for 
biological  examination  and  of  these  samples  one  was  reported  as 
positive  for  tuberculosis.  This  matter  was  reported  to  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  & Fisheries  Veterinary  Service  and,  as  a 
result,  the  infected  animal  was  slaughtered  and  all  the  herd 
tested.  In  addition,  5 samples  were  submitted  for  bacteriol- 
ogical examination  and  of  these,  one  sample  did  not  conform 
to  the  required  standard. 

The  following  licences  were  issued  under  the  Milk 
(Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  & Sterilized  Milk)  and 
( Raw  Milk)  Regulations : - 

Tuberculin  Tested  Pas teurised  S terilized 

Dealers  Supplementary  Dealers  Supplementary  Dealers 

Dealers  Dealers 

7 3 7 2 3 

Water  Supply. 

The  Council  water  supply  is  pumped  from  two  deep 
boreholes  in  Station  Avenue,  chlorinated  and  passed  direct  into 
the  distribution  system.  All  water  surplus  to  requirements 
passes  into  two  open  pent  type  reservoirs  ai  Sands  Road  West, 
at  the  extreme  South  end  of  the  district. 

During  the  year  numerous  complaints  were  received 
regarding  the  taste  of  the  water  and  a scheme  was  prepared 
whe re by  all  water  would  be  pumped  into  a holding  tank  and 
aerated  for  a period  of  43  minutes  before  being  passed  into 
the  distribution  mains.  Work  is  now  well  in  hand  and  the  scheme 
will  be  in  operation  in  1954. 


The  mains  on  the  Muston  Road  Housing  Estate  were 
extended  to  include  supplies  to  Clarence  Drive,  Hindle  Drive, 
Hallam  Close  and  part  of  Welford  Road.  In  order  to  ensure  a. 
sufficient  supply  to  Messrs  Butlin’s  Camp  and,  at  the  same  time  to 
make  more  water  available  for  other  parts  of  the  district,  a new 
8"  main  was  laid  from  the  reservoir  at  Rosedale,  to  the  North 
end  of  the  Camp  and  connected  to  the  existing  distribution 
sys  tern. 


Samples. 


A total  of  15  samples  were  submitted  for  bacteriol- 
ogical examination  and  all  were  reported  as  being  equivalent  to 
Class  I of  the  Ministry  of  Health  Classification  for  piped 
water  supplies. 
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Two  samples  were  submitted  for  chemical  analysis,  the 
results  of  which  are  as  follows 

No,  1 No,  2 

Physical  Examination  Borehole  Borehole 


Colour, 

Appearance. 

Smell. 


Practically 
colourless. 
Clear  : small 
amount  of 
suspended 
matter. 

None. 


Practically 
Colourless. 
Clear  : small 
amount  of 
sus pended 
matter. 

None. 


General  Chemical  Examination 


Reaction,  pH, 


7.5 


7.5 


Parts  per  Million 


Chlorides  expressed  as  chlorine  73 

Nitrites.  none 

Lead  etc.  none 

Hardness,  Total.  157 

Oxygen  Absorbed  at  80°P.  (4  hrs)  1.200 

Free  Ammonia.  0.266 

Albuminoid  Ammonia.  0.008 

Alkalinity  as  CaCCG,  287.7 

Iron  as  Pe.  0.30 

Sulphate,  as  S0^_.  53 


54 

none 

none 

157 

0.227 

0.246 

0.008 

285.2 

0.10 

33 


Langelier  Index. 


-0.2 


-0.2 


Camping  Sites. 

During  the  year  three  camping  sites  were  licensed 
under  the  Public  Health  Act  1936.  These  are  situated  at 
Primrose  Valley,  Lowfield  Farm  and  Seadale.  In  addition  a large 
field  adjoining  Muston  Grange  Farm  was  used  by  the  Caravan  Club. 
The  general  standards  of  the  camping  sites  were  good.  Each  site 
is  supplied  with  an  adequate  supply  of  water  from  the  Council's 
mains.  The  site  at  Seadale  is  on  the  ?/ater  carriage  system  and 
the  camp  drains  are  connected  to  the  Council's  sewers.  At 
Lowfield  Farm  pail  closets  are  used,  the  contents  being  emptied 
daily  and  ploughed  into  agricultural  land  at  regular  intervals. 
At  -Primrose  Valley  site  a number  of  improvements  were  effected 
during  the  year,  the  most  notable  being  the  conversion  of  a 
block  of  pail  closets  to  the  water  carriage  system,  and  the 
building  cf  a new  hopper  settlement  tank  to  hold  one  dayfe  flow. 

The  estimated  population  of  the  camping  sites  during 
the  peak  period  was  estimated  to  be  not  less  than  5,CG0  persons. 

Ice  Cream. 


There  were  six  premises  registered  for  the 
manufacture  of  ice  cream.  All  premises  conformed  to  the  Ice 
Cream  Regulations. 

A total  of  1 1 samples  were  submitted  to  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  for  the  Methylene  Blue  Test.  3 samples  were 
classed  as  being  Grade  I,  3 samples  as  Grade  II,  1 sample  as 
Grade  III  and  4 samples  as  Grade  IV. 

Housing. 


During  the  year  the  Council  constructed  and  let  23 
three -bed roomed  houses,  8 two-bed roomed  houses  and  12  flats. 
Plans  were  also  approved  for  the  erectionof  42  houses,  14 
bungalows,  2 shops  and  12  flats. 
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At  the  close  of  the  year  the  Council  owned  and  had 
let  the  following  dwellings :- 


Type. 

No. 

4 Bed roomed 

Houses 

T“ 

3 Bed roomed 

Houses 

288 

2 Bed roomed 

Houses 

75 

Old  People’s 

Dwellings  . 

12 

Flats 

12 

395 


The  resident  population  in  1953  was  4,713  and  there 
were  1 ,793  dwelling  houses,  some  combined  with  shops  and  a large 
number  let  in  flats.  The  estimated  population  at  the  height  of 
the  summer  season  was  30,000,  which  figure  included  caravan 
sites  and  holiday  camps.  During  the  year  the  Council  commenced 
the  derequisitioning  of  the  West  Vale  Bungalows  and  of  the  43 
dwellings,  15  were  handed  back  to  the  owner. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  there  were  153  applicants 
seeking  Council  Houses,  of  which  approximately  54  were  living 
in  unsuitable  accommodation.  In  addition  28  families  at  present 
living  in  West  Vale  Bungalows  will  require  to  be  re-houses. 

Public  Cleansing. 

The  Council  maintained  a weekly  collection  of  refuse 
throughout  the  area  and  also  removed  the  bulk  of  the  trade 
refuse,  the  first  bin  free  and  subseouent  bins  being  charged  at 
a rate  of  3d  each, 

3 Karrier  1 2 hp  side  loading  covered  lorries,  7 cubic 
yards,  v/ere  used  during  the  summer  and  2 during  the  winter.  On 
the  tip  at  Scarborough  Road,  two  men  v/ere  employed  during  the 
summer  but  one  man  only  during  the  winter.  A Fordson  Major 
Tractor  fitted  with  drag  scoop  and  mule dozer  plate  for 
collecting  and  spreading  cover  soil  was  used  to  maintain  a good 
standard  of  controlled  tipping.  It  is  estimated  that  2,800 
tons  of  house  and  trade  refuse  were  disposed  of. 

The  tip  was  maintained  free  from  rats. 

Sewage  Disposal. 

The  built-up  area  of  F'iley  comprising  1 ,300  dwelling- 
houses  and  business  premises,  is  sewered  into  an  outfall  which 
is  situated  in  Filey  Bay,  near  the  Coble  Landing.  The  large 
holiday  camp  at  the  southern  end  of  the  area,  where  approximately ^ 
8,000  persons  resided  during  the  peak  of  the  summer,  has  a separat 
temporary  outfall  into  Filey  Bay  and  is  fitted  v/ith  storage  tanks 
so  that  sewage  car  be  released  tv/ice  daily  at  high  tide.  The  sewo 
outfall  and  storm  wafer  overflows  at  Coble  Landing  continued  to 
cause  serious  fouling  of  the  beach  at  low  tide  by  sewage,  and  the 
Council  are  awaiting  the  starting  day  of  a Ministry  approved 
scheme  to  pump  the  sewage  to  the  North  side  of  Filey  Brig. 

At  Primrose  Valley  where  approximately  3,500  persons 
reside  during  the  summer  in  permanent  houses,  temporary  bungalows 
or  caravans,  there  were  two  methods  of  sewage  disposal,  namely, 
septic  tanks  and  pail  closets.  The  overflows  from  the  septic 
tanks  and  the  greasy  water  from  the  camping  sites  caused 
settlement  in  the  stream  with  consequent  smells,  and  necessitateo 
informal  action  to  obtain  the  construction  of  six  grease  traps 
and  a large  temporary  settlement  tank  to  intercept  tea  leaves 
and  grease.  The  large  number  of  overflows  from  septic  tanks 
(each  of  which  was  v/orking  as  correctly  as  possible)  jointly 
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juused  a nuisance  in  the  stream,  and  the  sewering  of  the 
Valley  or  the  conveying  of  overflows  from  the  drains  and  septic 
tanks  to  a temporary  sewer  outfall,  was  advised  as  essential 
as  soon  as  possible. 

There  ere  several  cesspools,  notedly  at  Airey  Hill 
and  Royal  Oak,  which  are  poorly  constructed  and  recuire  so 
frequent  pumping  that  digestion  of  sewage  is  disturbed.  A 
contracted  mechanical  sewage  tanker  v/as  used  for  this  work,  and, 
although  costly,  no  nuisance  resulted.  It  v/as  recommended  that 
a new  septic  tank  should  be  constructed  at  Royal  Oak  and  the 
Council  are  considering  the  undertaking  of  this  work.  At  Airey 
Hill  the  conveyance  of  the  tank  overflow  to  a nearby  soil  drain 
falling  into  Messrs  Butlin's  sewage  tank  has  been  recommended  anci 
is  being  persued. 

Rodent  Control. 

Filey  has  been  maintained  free  from  rats  throughout 
the  year  by  1 Rodent  Operator  working  4 days  per  week.  The  work 
has  been  checked  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  & Fisheries 
Inspector  and  qualifies  for  the  50%  Ministry  Grant.  Business 
premises  were  charged  at  the  rate  of  labour,  plus  materials,  plus 
15%  administration.  Farms  within  the  area  were  regularly 
treated  and  haystacks  were  ringed  with  netting  after  notification 
of  the  date  of  breaking  the  stack.  The  sewer  manholes  were  test 
baited  once  during  the  year  and  several  minor  infestations  were 
eradicated  by  poison. 


Number  of  visits  by  part-time  Rodent  Operator 332 

Infestations  eradicated 128 

Sewer  manholes  test  baited  and  treated  7 


Factories  Acts  1937  and  1948 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provision  as  to  health: 


Premises 

o 

• 

o 

3 

No.  of 

No.  of 

(1) 

Factories  in  which 
Sections  1 , 2 ,3 ,4  & 

6 are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities. 

Regis  ter 

6 

Inspections, 

2 

Written  No tie 

(2) 

Factories  not  included 
in  (l)  in  which  section 

7 in  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority. 

26 

28 

(3) 

Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority. 

9 

15 

1 

Total  

. 41 

45 

1 

2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found: 
Particulars.  Found 


Referred  b 

Remedied  H.M. Ins pec tc . 


Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

(S.  6).  - 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.  7) 

(a)  Not  separate  for 
sexes. 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 

Outwork).  1 1 

Total 1 i 

-1  2- 


Visits  and  Inspections 


Houses  - Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts. 

Investigating  suspected  overcrowding 128 

Structural  defects  and  disrepair 23 

Sanitary  defects  - nuisances 48 

Infested  by  vermin 11 

Disinfested  by  Local  Authority. 4 

Investigating  infectious  diseases Nil 

Re-visits 47 

Owned  by  Local  Authority 1,259 


Common  Courts  etc 

Interviews  with  owners,  agents  etc 

Interviews  with  occupiers 

Interviews  with  Contractor's 

Meat  shops  and  preparation  rooms 

Bakehouses 

Provision  shops..... 

Cafe  and  Hotel  kitchens 

Ice  Cream  Premises 

Other  Pood  Premises 

School  Conveniences. 

Shops  for  purposes  of  Shops  Act  

Dairies  etc 

Milk  samples  for  bacteriological  examination 

Drinking  Water  samples  for  bacteriological  examination, 
Other  samples  for  bacteriological  examination.......... 

Factories  with  power 

Other  work  places 

Public  Sanitary  Conveniences 

Visits  re  Rodents............ 

Refuse  Tip .... 

Camping  Sites 

Refuse  Collection 

Cesspools 

Miscellaneous  Visits  

Drainage  inspections  and  tests 

Notices  served  - informal 

formal. 

Notices  complied  - informal..... 

formal 


10 

72 

220 

106 

3k 

1?. 

-'0 

10 

10 

59 

2 

43 
34 
28 
15 

9 

9 

30 
15 

268 

58 

17 

44 
20 

148 

22 

31 
Nil 

31 

Nil 


In  conclusion,  I wish  to  tender  my  thanks  to  the 
Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee  and  the  Chairman  of  the 
Housing  Committee,  to  the  Councillors,  Officers  and  men  of  the 
Council,  whose  co-operation,  support  and  assistance  have  been 
invaluable. 


I am,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 


Yours  faithfully, 


A.  G.  KELLY. 


Acting  Sanitary  Inspector. 


-13- 


